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Innovate Faster: Capitalize On the Autodesk
and Ansys Technology Partnership
Jim Ochoa
KETIV Technologies

Learning Objectives
•
•
•
•

Discuss utilizing multiple technologies and new processes for innovation success.
Identify and associate solutions to the challenges within your business.
Gather evidence from other companies that have been able to apply these
processes to facilitate an initiative.
Discover what kinds of problems the joint solution between Autodesk and Ansys
can address.

Description
Panelists from Autodesk and Ansys and customers, will come together for a discussion
around new product-development processes that can help you achieve new values for
your company. We will start by discussing some common problems that businesses
face, and pressures within the design and manufacturing industry such as skilled-worker
shortages, wasted engineering and production time, and the continued pressure to drive
competitive advantages. Based on these pressures, there is an opportunity to capitalize
on new technologies, new materials, and new processes to make products better.
These processes will drive business values such as increased productivity, faster
innovation, and increased flexibility to implement design changes without implementing
new manufacturing processes. The goal of this panel is to drive discussion around
these business outcomes and the technologies and processes that enable them.
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Speakers
Jim Ochoa, KETIV Technologies, Vice President of Ansys Sales
Jim Ochoa, Vice President of Ansys Sales at KETIV, will be
moderating the panel. Jim worked directly at Autodesk for over 8
years prior to joining KETIV over 6 years ago. In August, 2018
when KETIV signed a formal partnership with Ansys, Jim took on
the role of oversee the Ansys partnership with KETIV and
manage the KETIV Ansys division. Jim has been in the
engineering design software space for over 25 years and has
experience understanding how technology like simulation and
generative design can drive business value.
About KETIV: KETIV is a technology company reimagining
the future of manufacturing. They are a consultant, Autodesk
and Ansys partner and solutions provider for manufacturing
companies across the country. Their extensive and diverse
experience gives them the power to drive businesses into the
future and impact the lives of their customers. When it comes
to customer relationships, KETIV is committed for the long
haul. They stand shoulder to shoulder in helping you get the
most out of your investments and achieving your desired
outcomes. That’s why KETIV’s offerings have been carefully
designed to give every customer the support that is the right
fit for their business needs. Visit www.ketiv.com

Curt Chan, Ansys, Senior Product Marketing Manager
Curt Chan is a Senior Product Marketing Manager for Ansys. He works
with students, start-ups and larger companies to embrace and get the
most out of the new generation of simulation-led design products like
Ansys Discovery. Prior to Ansys, Curt spent several years as a
Mechanical Engineer in the defense and medical industry. Aside from
industry experience, Curt offers expertise in a variety of 3D CAD/CAM
Tools, complementing his knowledge in Finite Element Analysis
Products (FEA) and additive/subtractive manufacturing techniques.
Curt holds a Bachelors Degree in Mechanical Engineering from San Diego State
University. Follow him on LinkedIn: Curt Chan
About Ansys: If you've ever seen a rocket launch, flown on an airplane, driven a car, used a
computer, touched a mobile device, crossed a bridge or put on wearable technology, chances
are you've used a product where Ansys software played a critical role in its creation.
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Ansys is the global leader in engineering
simulation. Through our strategy of Pervasive
Engineering Simulation, we help the world's most
innovative companies deliver radically better
products to their customers. By offering the best
and broadest portfolio of engineering simulation
software, we help them solve the most complex
design challenges and create products limited only
by imagination. Founded in 1970, Ansys is
headquartered south of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
U.S.A. Visit www.ansys.com

Aram Goganian, Predator Cycling LLC, Founder & Co-Owner
Aram Goganian is founder and co-owner of Predator
Cycling, LLC. Predator is a custom carbon fiber bicycle
manufacturer, repair shop, and component fabrication
company located in the Greater Nashville area. Since 2005,
Predator has expanded beyond hand-built carbon frames
into the maker revolution with the addition of CNC
manufacturing and 3D development via Fusion 360. Aram
has built over 1,100 bicycles, repaired over 3,000 frames,
and made custom track handlebars for the 2016 Rio
Olympics. Aram plans on advancing cycling innovation using
Autodesk Fusion 360 and streamlined mechanics as well as continued testing of new
mechanical processes for other evolving industries as Predator launches into the
Industry 4.0 era. Predator has developed dynamic manufacturing workflow programs
within the medical, aerospace, and military industries
respectively within the past four years.
About Predator Cycling LLC: Predator Cycling, prides
themselves in putting riders first. They design and
manufacture high-end custom carbon fiber bicycle frames
and components. For over fifteen years, they have
specialized in cutting-edge road, track, and time trial
bikes. Visit www.predatorcycling.com

Seth Hindman, Autodesk, Product Strategy & Management
Seth Hindman leads Product Strategy & Management for Generative Design,
Simulation & Machine Learning within Autodesk’s Product Development &
Manufacturing Solutions Group. In this role, Seth leads a product management team
focused on delivering capabilities that enable customers to change the way they design
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and manufacture their products, empowering differentiated
value and enhanced business agility. Before joining
Autodesk in 2005, Seth spent a decade worked in the fluid
power industry, designing products and developing systems
for a variety of industries. Seth’s industry experience and
insight comes from working with some of the world’s most
influential and respected customers in the automotive,
consumer products, construction, mining, agricultural, and
material handling sectors.
About Autodesk: Autodesk makes software for people who make things. If you’ve ever driven
a high-performance car, admired a towering skyscraper, used a smartphone, or watched a great
film, chances are you’ve
experienced what millions of
Autodesk customers are doing
with our software. Autodesk
gives you the power to make
anything. Visit
www.autodesk.com

Eric Salwan, Firefly Aerospace, Director of Commerical Business Development
Eric Salwan is a NewSpace advocate and entrepreneur. As one of
the initial investors and first employees of Firefly Space Systems,
Eric was a member of the team that worked to create an innovative
small satellite launch solution. Eric was the Information Technology
Director at Firefly Space Systems, responsible for all aspects of the
Firefly IT infrastructure.
Currently the Director of Commercial Business Development at
Firefly Aerospace, Eric is responsible for developing the commercial
business pipeline for the Firefly Alpha launch vehicle. He is also
responsible for Firefly’s press relations and public media presence.
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About Firefly: Firefly is developing a family of
launch and in-space vehicles and services that
provide industry-leading affordability, convenience
and reliability. Firefly’s launch vehicles utilize
common technologies, manufacturing
infrastructure and launch capabilities, providing
LEO launch solutions for up to eight metric tons of
payload at the lowest cost/kg in the small-lift class.
Combined with Firefly’s in-space vehicles, such as
the Orbital Transfer Vehicle and Genesis Lander,
Firefly provides the space industry with a one-stop
shop for missions from LEO to the surface of the
Moon or beyond. Headquartered in Cedar Park,
TX, Firefly is led by CEO Tom Markusic and a
team of space industry veterans and financed by Max Polyakov’s Noosphere Ventures of Menlo
Park, CA. Visit www.firefly.com
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Panel Summary
This panel is intended to discuss how companies innovate. Innovation is a personal experience
that can differ vastly from organization to organization and can be fueled by technology.
Some of the questions to the panel may include:
1. How does their organization define innovation?
2. What are some best practices for your organization to keep innovation at the forefront of

your overall strategy?
3. What are some common business challenges your organization faces?
4. How has technology or innovation helped with those challenges? How do you quantify
the outcomes?
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