
 

Using Fusion 360 and A360 for Team Collaboration 
Taylor Stein – Autodesk 
Sachlene Singh - Autodesk  

CD7050 This class will show attendees how to use Fusion 360 and the Autodesk A360 cloud-
computing platform for team collaboration. 

Learning	  Objectives	  
At the end of this class, you will be able to: 

• Create and Manage Fusion 360 Group Projects 

• Find, view, and manage data with A360 in a web browser 

• Access your designs and stay up to date with the A360 Mobile App 

• Share a Public Link of your design 

 

About	  the	  Speaker 
Taylor Stein is a Mechanical Engineer, maker, and Fusion 360 Evangelist based in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. He inspires and empowers designers and makers to lead the next 
industrial revolution. Working hands-on with startups and individuals, taking their products from 
idea to fabrication is what excites Taylor. Passionate about building relationships with the most 
talented and influential designers and creators in the Bay Area, Taylor provides them with the 
next generation of collaborative 3D design software. 
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Create	  and	  Manage	  Fusion	  360	  Group	  Projects	  

I. Save	  a	  design	  to	  a	  new	  project:	  
After working on a design in Fusion 360 and making your first save, you’re prompted to choose 
the Project to save it in. To save your design in a new project, select “+ Project” from within the 
Save dialogue window. Enter a name for your new project, and complete the save!  

 

 

II. Manage your new project: 

To access your new project within Fusion 360, click on the Open Data Panel icon  in the 
upper-left corner. The Data Panel will slide out, and you’ll see an organized view of your data. 
The current project being viewed is listed at the top of the Data Panel. To navigate to your 
recently created Project, click on the name of your current Project and select your new project 
from the drop-down menu. (Note: If your project cannot be found, you may have to click the 

Refresh button . 

To invite collaborators and view project members, 

simply click on the Project Members icon . If 
you’d like to add a collaborator to your project, 
simply enter the e-mail and click Invite! 

Lastly, want to import some existing 3D data into 
Fusion 360? All you have to do is click the import 

icon  from within the Data Panel and select 
your file(s) from your hard drive! Your CAD data 
will be imported and translated into a file type that 
Fusion 360 can work with. Take a look at the list 
of file types that can be imported! 
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Manage	  Data	  With	  A360	  in	  a	  Web	  Browser	  

I. Access Project Details in A360 

One of the easiest ways to access a Project in A360 is by clicking on the Details icon  at the 
top of the Data Panel. This will launch your default Web Browser, displaying the dashboard for 
the respective Project. On the left-hand side you will see the Activity Feed that displays all 
recent activity (by all collaborators) in the Project. On the right side you’ll see the Recent Feed 
that displays all of your recent activity. 

II. Manage Data in A360 

To access all of the Data within your current project, simply click Data on the left hand side of 
A360. Now you’ll see a list of all of the Data in this current Project! You can perform common 
commands, such as export, share, copy, etc., and you can even create folders to better 
organize your designs. To create a New Folder, click the New Folder button displayed in the 
top right corner.   

 

In the next section, we’ll be exploring the built-in viewer that allows you to view your designs in 
3D in a web browser! 

III. A360 Viewer 

To launch the A360 viewer for any design, simply click on its name from within the Data window 
of A360. 

 

On the right side, you’ll see the 3D viewer that allows you to orbit, zoom, and pan by clicking the 
left-mouse button, scrolling the scroll-wheel, and clicking the scroll-wheel, respectively. 
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Additionally, there are some really useful features at the bottom of the viewer, including the 
ability to explode your design, and break apart components. Note: In order for your design to 
explode apart, it must be comprised of multiple components. 

 

Lastly, on the left side of the viewer, you can leave comments, Like designs, and interact with 
the data in other ways you’re familiar with. 

IV. Renderings 

Next, we’ll take a look at the automatic renderings that are created with A360. To access your 
renderings, click on the Renderings icon on the left-hand side. 

 

In the Renderings tab, you’ll see –by default- 4 standard renderings, representing the following 
views: Top, Front, Left, and Isometric. To add a custom view to be rendered for a particular 
design, open it in Fusion 360, setup the desired view, right-click on Named Views at the top of 
the Browser, and select New Named View. 
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For each of the renderings in A360 you have the option to Download, Adjust Exposure settings, 
and even create a Turn Table rendering. This will create a 360-degree rendering of your choice 
from the selected view.  

 

Set the Render Quality, Exposure, Image size, and Aspect Ratio, and simply click Start 
Rendering! 

V. Versions 

Lastly, we’ll take a look at version control within the A360 viewer. To access your versions, click 
on the Versions icon on the left-hand side. 
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At the top of the list of versions will be the current version. When you open the design in Fusion 
360, the version at the top of the list is opened by default. To revert to an older version of a 
design, you must Promote the design to the top of the list. To do this, simply click the Promote 

icon  next to the desired version. 
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Access	  your	  designs	  and	  stay	  up	  to	  date	  with	  the	  A360	  Mobile	  App	  
 

I. Download the A360 Mobile App 

To access data from your mobile device install the free Autodesk A360 app via the Mac App 
Store or Google Play Store. 

 

Sign in to the App using your Autodesk ID (the same as the one you use for Fusion 360), and 
you’ll see all of your projects and Data! You can navigate to a particular project and view a 
design using the mobile viewer. This mobile viewer allows for the same viewing capabilities as 
the previously mentioned A360 Viewer located in the web browser. Happy viewing! Now you 
can show off your designs with just a mobile device and know that you’re always up to date. 
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Share	  a	  Public	  Link	  of	  your	  Design	  
I. Generate The Link 

If you’ve ever wanted to share a design publicly (perhaps for viewing and download, or even just 
viewing), there is a great new command within Fusion 360. Open the Data Panel and navigate 
to the design that you’d like to share. Right-click on the Design and select Share Public Link. 

	  
 

In the next dialogue window, you’ll be able to choose whether or not the Design can be 
downloaded, and also if it requires a password. By allowing the Design to be downloaded, 
you’re not only uploading the .f3d file to be available for download, but also opening up the 
opportunity for the person on the other end to download the specific file format they desire. 
Rather than uploading .f3d, .STL, .STP, and IGES files manually, leave it to the power of the 
cloud to handle this translation! Lastly, this unique URL will always reference the latest version 
of the Design. Make a change to the Design and the interactive viewer and downloadable files 
will all update! Glorious. Go ahead and share the Public Link with a friend – now you can share 
your work with nearly anyone! 

 


