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ÁAre you having challenges managing those xref changes especially 

xref layer property overrides in your host drawing? Learn how you 

can effectively use the three system variables ɟXREFOVERRIDE, 

VISRETAIN, and VISRETAINMODE and understand how AutoCAD can 

smartly manage xref layer property overrides for you.

ÁExternal Reference (Xref) is one of the key concepts in AutoCAD ɟ

ÃĀĀĎĺĠ ŀĎĮ ĨĎ ĺĎĜý ĺïĨë ĀÃĜæÛ äïĀÛĠɀ ĺïĨëĎĮĨ ëÃĹïĈæ ĨĎ ɯĀĎÃÖɰ ĨëÛĆ

completely ɟjust reference the other drawings and keep up with the 

changes. Discover how AutoCAD has provide newer options to 

simplify the experience

Class Summary



ÁLearn how to manage external references smartly in AutoCAD

ÁLearn how to quickly fix missing references and do smart 

configuration

ÁLearn how to selectively control and manage xref layer property 

overrides in AutoCAD

ÁLearn how to quickly visualize xref layer overrides in the Layer 

Manager and the ability to reset

Key Learning Objectives



ÁI am an AutoCAD Xref Guru, but I have some challenges managing 

Xref Layer Properties ɟlooking for some tips and tricks!

ÁI am an intermediate user of AutoCAD and I looking for some 

guidance on how to best use the sysvars to manage xref layer 

property overrides.

ÁI was drawn by the title of this class ɟjust curious.

ÁI am here because other classes were full J

Who Are You?



Over the next 40 minutes, we will take you on a journey of how to effectively 
manage xref layer properties overrides in AutoCAD. So sit back, relax, and enjoy 
the ride!
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Working With External References (Xrefs)



A Quick Refresher On Xrefs

¹ĜÛäĠ ÃĜÛ ÛĹÛĜŀ ÖĜÃäĨÛĜɰĠ äïĜĠĨ ĀĎĹÛɆ ´ëŀɇ

Á Coordinates your work with the work of others by referencing other drawings in your 

drawing to keep up with the changes being made by other drafters/designers

Á¹ĜÛäɰĠ ÐĎĈĨÛĈĨ ïĠ ĈĎĨ ĠĨĎĜÛÖ ïĈ ŀĎĮĜ ÖĜÃĺïĈæɀ ëÛĈÐÛ ĿĜÛäĠ ÃĜÛ ÃĈ ÛĿÐÛĀĀÛĈĨ ĨĎĎĀ ĨĎ ëÛĀĘ

keep file sizes to a minimum yet have as much information in a drawing as possible

Á Updates to the external drawing appear automatically in the host drawing when the 

drawing is opened, and notification of updates is provided during the host drawing 

session

Á  ĀĀĎĺĠ ŀĎĮ ĨĎ ĺĎĜý ĺïĨë ĀÃĜæÛ äïĀÛĠɀ ĺïĨëĎĮĨ ëÃĹïĈæ ĨĎ ɯĀĎÃÖɰ ĨëÛĆ ÐĎĆĘĀÛĨÛĀŀɆ ºĎĮ ÐÃĈ

use xrefs tools, like Clip, to define only a visible portion of the referenced file in your 

drawing



External Reference Manager

File Reference Pane

Details Pane


